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Project Summary

Located in the metropolitan city of Tokyo, Japan, the new YKK headquarters building is named “YKK 80"
because it was completed in 2015, which marked the 80th year since the company was founded. Tragically, in
March 2011, just one month after design began, the GreatEast Japan Earthquake and disaster occurred. Japan
rapidly shut down all of its nuclear power plants (nearly 30% of Japan’ s total energy supply) and reassessed ==
their energy supply and demand as well as their seismic vulnerability. This allowed the owner and design team ' g s,.; . i |.|.m“.u,,lmmm.ywumw.hUWHH
to reassess the energy,comfort, sustainability, and seismic design requirements for this project—leading to much S ' '. W’%,ﬁﬂ
more innovative, integrated, comfortable, healthy, and resilient design solution. %'
The project site is a 5-minute walk from Akihabara station, and the longer axis of the site is 70 meters (230 i
feet) in length, faces westward, and overlooks a metropolitan expressway. These constraints immediately

established several energy, daylight, noise and view design challenges for the harsh climate of Tokyo.
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