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SARUKURAYAMA BREWERY
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The Sarukurayama Brewery is located in a rustic area at the foot of Mt Hakkaisan, long
regarded as a sacred mountain. The area is under more than three meters of snow in
mid-winter. The snowmelt seeps into the mountainside, eventually gushing from springs.
It is used to make the Hakkaisan brand of sake and Sarukurayama Brewery’s local beer.
Set against a mountain backdrop, the brewery was designed to blend in with the
surrounding forested landscape. With a 5/10 pitch (26.6 degrees), the building’s roof
slants in line with the slopes to seamlessly connect with the ground. When covered in
snow, the building looks like a snow hut, only its triangular fagade visible. The interior is
designed like a passageway, partially sunk into the ground and with a retaining wall on
either side. Parts of these walls are connected to the building, contributing to its earth-
quake resistance and serving as a buttress against the weight of the snow on the roof
truss. In addition to being a brewery, the building was designed to be a facility where
visitors can enjoy freshly brewed beer and a scenic view of Uonuma. The dining space is
separated from the brewery facilities by a glass wall that allows visitors to watch brewing
in progress. The simple, factory-like interior creates an uncomplicated, cozy atmosphere.
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